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1) Why are you running for elected office?  
 
In 2015, I was appointed by the Mayor to serve on the Madison Police Department Policy and 
Procedure Review ad-hoc Committee. I currently serve on the committee and served as co-chair 
for the first 2 years of the committee's work. In that role, I learned the positive impact that a city 
committee can have on shaping policy and informing the council during the decision-making 
process. I am running because I am ready and prepared to serve my district residents and be a 
part of the larger conversation and decision-making process on the Madison Common Council.  
 
What are your priority issues?  
 
Given the diverse issues in my district and the priorities I’ve heard from my constituents the 
following areas are what I will be focusing on:  
 

1. Public Safety 
2. Access to City Services  
3. Child, Youth & Family Engagement 
4. Economic Development & Job Creation 
5. Listening Sessions 

2) What is your campaign’s strategy to be successful during the election? 
• Actively engaging residents of the district that have not been involved in the civic process 

before 
• Knocking on doors to bring awareness to my candidacy  
• Listening to residents  

 3) Who is on your campaign team? (Treasurer, Campaign Manager, Volunteer Coordinator, etc.) 
Legislative 

• Treasurer, Matt Phair  
• Assistant Treasurer, Jon Gramling  
• Campaign Manager, Erin Arango-Escalante 
• Campaign Advisor, Jan Sternbach  

 
 4) There will be many new alders on the 2019 Council. If you are an incumbent, what 
challenges does that present and how will you respond? If you are not an incumbent, please 
describe the experiences that prepare you to hit the ground running as an alder.  

• Mayoral Appointee, Madison Police Department Policy and Procedure Review ad-hoc 
committee  

• Board Member, Meadowood Neighborhood Association  
• Board Member, Latino Chamber of Commerce of Dane County  
• County Executive Appointee, Dane County Cultural Affairs Commission  
• Member, Latino Consortium for Action (LCA)  
• Member, League of United Latin American Citizens  

5) What key recommendations are you looking for from the Task Force on Structure of City 
Government? 
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With 2020 census approaching and the changes that Madison has experienced as a city, it is an 
important question that the Taskforce is looking to answer:  
“How do we want to be governed” I am particularity pleased that this study is being done in a 
way that is looking to finds way the city can better serve all residents but in particular mindful of 
our low-income residents and people of color. I am interested to see the recommendation that 
will impact:  

• The composition and structure of the Common Council  
• Any recommendations related to how Boards, Commissions, and Committees can be 

more accessible to residents that want to be involved in the local process and any 
structural changes that should occur with these entities  

• The Mayor’s power to chair Common Council meetings and the Finance Committee  
 
 
If elected, I will work with the current alders, new alders, and the Mayor to:  

• Review and implement viable recommendations that come out this Task Force’s work  
 
When a committee makes recommendations, it is important that the common council review 
those recommendations and determine what recommendation will enhance the standard of living 
for resident and improve city processes.   
 
 6) What do you consider to be the key recommendations from the OIR Report?  
This report produced 146 recommendations. Key recommendations and areas that can have 
broad and systemic impacts include:  

• Establishing a Civilian Review Board   
• The hiring of a full-time Independent Auditor  
• Increased community input in MPD decision-making processes  
• Increasing positive police and community interactions/relations   
• Building on mental health training  
• Enhancing and building on use of force and de-escalation training and tactics 

 
  
7) The City’s strategy for increasing affordable housing has relied upon Low Income Housing 
Tax Credit project developments. This approach is not creating enough units to meet the need. 
What alternative approaches would you pursue to increase low income housing to meet the need? 
Describe a model housing project, including location, design, unit sizes, rents, shared spaces, and 
funding sources.  
 

• The need for affordable housing far exceeds the response that we currently have in 
Madison. It is important that when affordable housing units are built city leadership needs 
to ensure that there are adequate programming, resources, and wrap around services to 
meet the potential needs of the community 

• Seek to provide federal and state resources and incentives to homebuilder and developers 
to provide affordable and low-income housing  
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8) Attached is the Progressive Dane Platform for the City of Madison. Please review it and 
explain how you would prioritize and implement our platform positions. Is there any proposal 
you would not support? Are we missing something?  

• I believe that my stance on the issues and passion to see a more equitable Madison 
strongly align with Progressive Dane’s platform for the City. If elected, I look forward to 
working together and moving forward together.  

 
Progressive Dane Involvement  
9) What interests you in seeking the endorsement of Progressive Dane? 

• I am looking for a broad consensus of support to help with GOTV efforts 
 10) How will you coordinate with other PD elected officials and the Progressive Dane Policy 
Committee to work on issues?  

• I look forward to exchanging ideas with other PD elected officials and supporting each 
other’s initiatives whenever possible 

11) We also do our best to keep members informed of civic issues. How will you help keep our 
members informed? Will you write an article for the PD newsletter or blog during the year and 
attend at least one General Membership Meeting (fourth Wednesday) to engage members on 
your efforts?  

• As an elected official, I plan to keep the community and my residents connected through 
online forums, listening sessions, and attending formal/informal events. Not everybody is 
connected to the digital age so I plan to attend in-person engagements. Yes, to the 2nd 
question  

12) If endorsed, will you assign a liaison from your campaign team to the elections committee to 
help inform our members about how they can support your campaign.  

• Yes.  
13) Are you currently a member of Progressive Dane? If yes, for how long? If no, are you 
willing to be?  

• I am not a member. Yes, I am willing to become a member.  
14) If you get the endorsement are you willing to commit to using it in your campaign materials? 

• Yes.  
 
 


